
The Right to Senior Knowledge and Aging in the Face of the Climate Crisis  

Belém do Pará, november 2025 

 

Illustrious Gentlemen: 

Ambassador André Corrêa do Lago
President of COP30 – United Nations Climate Change Conference

Simon Stiell 
Executive Secretary of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (UNFCCC) 

CC: Governments, leaderships, institutions, and global civil society 

 

Dear Ladies and Gentlemen, 

The International Network of Studies and Research in Gerontology and Aging 
Care Systems – Rede Geronto and the Brazilian Rede Unida Association, entities 
committed to the right to life, health, education, and dignity at all ages, address the 
Presidency of COP30 and the international community with an ethical and 
civilizational appeal. 

By hosting this conference in Belém, Brazil places itself at the center of the world 
not only geographically but also morally and symbolically: as a country of diversity, 
solidarity, and the wisdom born from intergenerational encounters. 

there is no just climate future without 
generational justice. 

Population aging and the climate crisis are two sides of the same planetary 
challenge that demands care, cooperation, and solidarity. This is the spirit of SDG 
17 – Partnerships for the Goals, which calls on governments, civil society, 
academia, and international organizations to work together to achieve people-



centered sustainable development. This Letter is based on this SDG, as it 
represents the alliance between networks that integrate science, care, and 
collective action in favor of life at every stage of the human cycle. 

The commitment is also anchored in the Decade of Healthy Ageing (2021–2030), 
instituted by the World Health Organization and the UN, which urges countries to 

. 

By welcoming COP30 to the Amazon, Brazil has the opportunity to demonstrate that 
caring for the planet is also caring for those who live on it longer — 
longevity as a civilizational value and a fundamental human right. 

— 
— but they are also 

guardians of knowledge, practices, and forms of care that sustain 
communities. This knowledge comprises what we call Senior Knowledge (Saber 
Sênior): the wisdom that blossoms from experience and listening to time. 

Today, the world is home to more than 1.1 billion people aged 60 or older, and the 
United Nations forecasts that this number will reach 1.4 billion by 2030, 
representing nearly one- . In Brazil, aging is happening 
even faster: we are already over 34 million people aged 60 or older — about 16% 
of the national population — and we will be approximately 50 million in 2030, the 
equivalent of a quarter of all Brazilians. 

These numbers express not only a demographic transition but a social and 
civilizational transformation. They represent humanity's progress in its right to live 
longer and better — a right that also needs protection in the face of the climate 
crisis. 
changes, and therefore, population aging must be recognized as a strategic axis of 
climate and sustainable development policies.

Senior Knowledge is a right and a legacy. It is the thread that stitches the past and 
the future, transmitting lessons of care, resilience, and hope. Valuing this knowledge 
is recognizing that climate adaptation does not depend only on technology, but also 
on  — the wisdom of those who have learned to live 
with the earth and with each other. 
perspective of sustainability, where solutions are born from daily life and the 

. 

The networks united here — Rede Geronto and Rede Unida — materialize SDG 17 in 
action. They weave partnerships between university and territory, science and 
community, training and care. They represent the strength of network collaboration 
as a strategy for social innovation and the sustainable transformation of care. 



Therefore, we appeal to COP30 to recognize population aging as a cross-cutting 
theme of global climate action and to include Senior Knowledge as an axis of 
adaptation and resilience.

human longevity as part of planetary sustainability. They must promote safe 
housing, green infrastructure, prepared health systems, and inclusive cities, in 
addition to ensuring the active participation of older people and the social networks 
that represent them in climate governance forums.

Brazil has the historic opportunity to lead a green generational shift, a pact 
between ancestral knowledge and technological future, between the wisdom of the 
earth and the science of care. The Amazon, where rivers and forests teach us to 
resist, can inspire the world to relearn how to care.

To dream, in the face of crisis, is to resist. And the right to dream is also the right to 
age with dignity on a habitable planet, with health, bonds, and hope.

Senior Knowledge, recognized and shared, is the foundation of a new social 
contract between humanity and nature. It is in this spirit that this Letter unites with 
SDG 17 and the Decade of Healthy Ageing to proclaim that the future will only be 
possible if it is for all ages.

With hope, commitment, and faith in humanity, 

Dra. Suzana Schwerz Funghetto
Director of the International Network of Studies and 
Research in Gerontology and Aging Care Systems – Rede 
Geronto

contato@redegeronto.com.br
www.redegeronto.com.br

Dr. Alcindo Antônio Ferla
Coordinator of the Brazilian Rede Unida Association

contato@redeunida.org.br
www.redeunida.org.br
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